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Presivent’s View reom Farm Loop

The days are short but it is a brilliant
sunny day on New Year’s Eve 2009 and
2010 lies ahead. In 2009, many people
were affected by the down-economy and
the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq and, as
happens so often, the passing of good
friends. However 2010 holds the prom-
ise of new opportunities for celebrating
Palmer’s past and challenges for its future.
The downtown one way couplet is being
re-examined and the Matanuska Maid
property may be acquired by the City.
And finally, in case you have forgotten,
2010 is also the 75th anniversary of the
Matanuska Colony. Plans are well under-
way for the celebration and it should be
an exciting Colony Days.

More oN Moore’s CaBIN

We are still working on our program
series for the upcoming year, but be sure
to mark your calendars for January 20th
when we will show the recently released
documentary “For the Rights of All: End-
ing Jim Crow in Alaska” (at 7:30 p.m. at
the Palmer Library) and on February 17,
Ralph Hulbert will give a presentation
on Palmer’s mysterious underground.

Finally, we will not be sending out our
usual February newsletter due to sched-
uling issues with our production team.
However, expect a postcard reminding
you about the February meeting.

Chuck Logsdon,
PHS President

Palmer Area Homesteader John Moore — 1915 Surveyor’s Map showing Moore’s Cabin

Township No. 17 N. No.2 East of Seward Meridian

The following is taken from the 1915
Surveyor’s Notes as they walk north,
marking the Section line that was to be-
come the South Inner Springer Road.
“Leave heavy timber enter fallen burned
timber bears E. and W. Enter clearing 1
acre in extent bears E. and W. Moore’s
cabin, log 12x16 ft. bears East 2.00 chs.

try to increase his fortune. At the time
three of his children were living in Castle
Rock, Colorado attending High School,
almost in the way that some young people
attend college now. His older child had
been adopted out when the Mother died
and may have been married by this time.
In about a year the two boys Ben Moore

Dist. Leave clearing bears E. /i 00578 4
4003, #ng)

and W.” 16.5 chains (roughly
1/5 mile) later the surveyors “:
set the corner post for inter- 6
section of sections 5, 4, 8, and
9, the current intersection
of the South and East Inner
Springer roads. .
Here is a short summary of "

the information that we have 640
about Palmer homesteader

John Moore as told by his grandson
Donald Moore.

“About 1914, my grandfather, John Allen
Moore, moved from Louviers, Colorado
to the Palmer area to try a homestead and

(the older) and Walter (my dad) gradu-
ated and moved up to Palmer to be with
my Grandfather. About 1919 Ben joined

More on Moore’s continued page 2

Your PHS NewsLerter

That’s correct—this is your newsletter,
and the Board is anxious to see member
submissions coming in for this new year.
As a member, who has chosen to serve to
assist in getting the news to each of you,
I shall ask for your support again: short
stories about life in Palmer, school mem-
ories, things you thought “no one else
knows about this” stories, send in com-
ments about Ralph Hulbert’s “The Old-
est...” series and help us ferret out some
more facts about our Palmer History.

You may e-mail me directly at newslet-
ter@palmerhistoricalsociety.org, or you
may call me at 745-2013! Operators are
still standing by...

PHS Boarp oF Direcrors

Your Palmer historical Society Board
of Directors:
President - 745-2327
Chuck Logsdon
Vice-President - 745-3462
John Stuart
Treasurer - 745-7687
David Mathews
Secretary - 376-4938/745-4913
JoAnn Utt
Sharon Benson
Our New Board Member
Jean Krupa - 746-5770
Program Chairman - 745-4586
Ralph Hulbert
Colony Museum - 745-3703
Gerry Keeling
Webmistress - 745-3462
Karen Stuart

PHS Orrers Qur CoNpOLENCES

Condolences to our President
Chuck Logsdon on the passing of
his Mother, Arly Logsdon, this past
December.

visit our website at www.palmerhistoricalsociety.org




More oN Moore’s CaBIN

Continued from page 1
the Navy and became a radio operator on

a ship. My dad left Alaska to pursue his
life in the states and Grandpa, apparently
abandoned his homestead and went back
to Denver to be a plumber.

Dad talked often of his adventures in
Alaska. They walked the 40 miles from
the ship landing up to Palmer. Their bed
was a stack of pine boughs with a blan-
ket on top. They helped Grandpa dig
a well 80 feet deep through gravel and
never did hit water (it was glacial fill a
half mile deep apparently). [Ralph Hul-
bert, our underground expert says that
the water there is down 100 feet]. Ben
and Dad got jobs on the railroad which
was being built nearby. Pop worked in
the kitchen. Vegetables grew well in the
long daylight summer. Grandpa raised a
wagon load of potatoes and took them
to the docks. Nobody bought anything

all day long so he went home and just
left them there. Each day Ben and Dad
walked a mile to the river for water car-
rying two buckets each on a yoke. They
drank it, cooked with it, washed with it,
washed clothes with it and if any was any
left they gave it to the dog. In the winter
they ate snared rabbits which would cry
out when caught.

About 20 years ago Dad, Mom, and tw
of my nephews drove in a camper from
here in Ohio to Palmer. Dad wanted to
see the old homestead again. It was just
after the big earthquake. Pop did locate
the cabin site which is now occupied by
a large dairy farm. John Bugge’s was near

by. »

Raseeerry Roval Cake rrom Maree BOUweNS

Raspberry Royal Cake
1/3 cup butter
1 cup sugar

1 egg
Cream together.

Add:

2 cups flour

1/2 tsp. salt

1 Tbl. baking powder
1 cup milk

1 tsp. vanilla

3 1/2 cups raspberries

Mix ingredients. Spread in 9” x 13”
pan and put raspberries over top. Bake at
350° for 30-35 minutes. Cool and spread

on glaze.

Glaze

1 1/2 cups powder sugar
2 Tbl. butter

2 Tbl. milk

1 tsp. vanilla

Marge Bouwens is the wife of Wayne
Bouwens. She came to Alaska with her
parents, Carl and Thekla Mielke in
1945.

She got this recipe from her neighbor,
Judy Flagen, who has a fabulous berry
patch—complete with a maze! The Fla-
gens could not possibly use all the berries
so Marge would pick the excess for jams
and the freezer.

Marge makes this cake for summer-
time and family reunions. This dessert is
her grand-daughter Jessica’s favorite!

Come Join Us
and

Become an Active Member
of your
Palmer Historical Society!

Mail in your payment, with the
Jollowing information today:

Name:
Addyess:

E-Mail:
Phone:

Membership levels of the
Palmer Historical Society:
O Regular
$10 per year
O Contributing
$25 per year
O Sustaining
$100 per year
O Lifetime - $500

BLast rroM THe Past
Do You Remember This Event from the 1950's?

We received an email the other day
from Joe and Cheryl Homme, local au-
thors, who are researching a bear attack
in April 1956 which occurred near the
Tazlina Roadhouse and resulted in the
deaths of Lloyd Pennington and Everett
Kendall.

Should you have any information or
recollections of this event, please contact
Joe or Cheryl Homme at 745-4616 or at
cherylhomme@yahoo.com

SpeciaL THANKS
The Palmer Historical Society would like

to acknowledge that we have recently re-
ceived bequests from the estates of Kath-
erine (Kay) Love and Florence Sawby.
For stepping forward to serve on our
Board of Directors, we thank Jean Krupa

for her upcoming service to the PHS!



Wrar-Ur or Novemeer Meering

Robert King provided us with an enter-
taining and informative presentation of
his collection of historic postcards from
Alaska. He pointed out that the rush
to look for gold in Alaska was followed
shortly by the tourists, a fixture of the
Alaska economy
since then. The
presentationcov-
ered  postcards
sold over the era
from the gold
rush through the
construction of

the Alcan high-

Pastoards from Alaska

way. Mr. King included a fascinating
discussion of the evolution of the post-
card from the simple privately produced
card in 1861 to the first government is-
sue card in Austria in 1869 and develop-
ment of colored cards used as souvenirs
as introduced at the Chi-
cago 1893 World’s Fair.
The first Alaska postcards
showed up in 1897 and
were part of what Mr.
King referred to as the
Beanie Baby craze of the
time—postcard  collect-

ing. The Alaska postcards

“Harry New Year” FROM THE COLONY

Magical memories linger of Palmer’s
holiday celebration, and much appre-
ciation is deserved for the many creative
residents who added to the festivities in
December...including “Mother Nature”
whose generous snowfall added a win-
ter wonderland ambiance to the scene.
At the Colony House Museum’s OPEN
HOUSE, a splendid array of sweets and
baked treats awaited bake sale shoppers
and Museum visitors. Sugars, spritzes,
and spiceys, apricot and sour cherry
goodies, Alaskan lingenberry and pump-
kin, cardamom bread and krumkake,
roca and Russian tea cakes,
chocolate and gingerbread
and peppermint and sev-
eral varieties of brittle...it
was all so good.

The CHM benefits from
wonderful support from
some fine folks, including
loyal baking elves Louise Bidondo, Glo-
ria Okeson, Arlene Fox, Helen Hulbert,
Cindy Richmond, Hazel Koppenburg,
Gena & Jack Straayer, Chris Herberger,

Jean Bradley, Vivian Smith, June Oberg,
Jean Krupa, Roy Hoskins, Margaret
Heaven, June Tull, Vi Norbo, Fran Sea-
ger-Boss, Jack Boss, plus JoAnn Utt,
Sharon Benson, Janet
Kincaid, Helen Finch,
Mary Ann Anderson
and two youngsters,
brother and sister Jo-
seph and Jenny Wal-
lace. Applause to each
of them, and to our
caroling  pianists Vi
Norbo and Alice Branton, to open house
greeter Heather Lampard, to our Bake
Sale visitors, and to the Bailey family
from Healy who traditionally add to the
joyous sounds of the carolers. Remem-
ber your PHS board members too, who
cover many bases of service to promote
and maintain all PHS varied programs
and functions.

The Colony House Museum enjoyed a
tour by St Michael’s staff in late Decem-
ber (arranged by Sharon Benson) and we
look forward to a visiting group in both

that Mr. King used in his presentation
are a wonderful depiction of Alaska’s his-
tory even though many of them were not
particularly accurate.

Mr. King has produced a book, Post-
cards from Alaska: Souvenir Pictures of
the Last Frontier; 1890s-1940’s, based on
his postcard collection and it can be pur-
chased online at http://www.alaskacalen-
dars.com/3.htm or by contacting Robert
King, 3800 Coventry Drive, Anchorage,
AK, 99507 or at 907-344-0354.

January and February. With the seventy-
fifth anniversary of the Matanuska Valley
Colony Project’s planning and surveying
just weeks away, and with a special cel-
ebration being planned for the Colony
Days weekend in June, there should be
considerable opportunity to learn about
this important chapter in local and na-
tional history in the coming days. In the
meantime, full speed ahead to more sun-
shine and the warmer and longer days of

Thank you to Chuck Logsdon and Sha-
ron Benson for the photos: (1) LeRoi Ha-
ven and Sharon Benson, (m) the wonder-
Sful “sweets” table of sale items from our
membership, (r) Vi Norbo on the piano,
and our lovely Christmas tree!



JaNuary Meerine Oeeerares Euizager Perarrovich Day

In 1988 the Alaska legislature pro-
claimed February 16th as Elizabeth
Peratrovich Day in honor of the Tlingit
woman whose stirring testimony resulted
in the passage of Alaska’s Anti-Discrimi-
nation law in 1945. A new documentary
describing the effort by Alaska Natives
to get this legislation passed was recently
released and will be shown at our meet-
ing. Quoting from the release for the
film: “For The Rights of All: Ending Jim
Crow in Alaska (is) the inspiring story of
Alaska Natives who, through non-violent
social change, overcame prejudice, disad-

vantage and blatant bigotry to win justice
for all Alaskans—a story that resonates
today for Natives facing new challenges.
A blend of documentary and drama, the
re-enactments, news interviews, and rare
historic footage and photographs, this
one-hour film traces the remarkable sto-
ry of Alaska’s civil rights movement in a
series of victories for citizenship, voting
rights, school desegregation and freedom
from discrimination won over the course
of the 20th century--one generation in-
spiring the next. The climax is the 1945
passage of the Anti-Discrimination Act, a

Srories Neeven, Parmer Unveroroun, Fesruary ProcraM

We're still looking for stories about Palm-
er’s early buried utilities. Where did the
original settlers get water? How about
the Colonist tent city? When did city

utilities reach north Palmer? Remem-
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ber the sewer problems in the Central
School basement? Did you ever play in
the steam tunnels near the Co-op? How
about across the tracks? Was there really
a secret tunnel between the locker rooms

groundbreaking law that marked an early
crest of the progressive wave that would
sweep Alaska just in time for statehood.
Particularly inspiring is the remarkable
poise of Tlingit activist Elizabeth Per-
atrovich, whose senate hearing testimo-
ny turned the tide in favor of the equal
rights bill...”.

Diane Benson who stars as Elizabeth
Peratrovich in the film will be at the
meeting. If you would like a copy of the
movie, it can be ordered online and we
would be glad to order one for you.

in the old gym?
Call me, 745-4586 or email colony@
palmerhistoricalsociety.org.

Ralph Hulbert
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